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The cover of this Steinbeck Festival newspaper includes 
excerpts from the Salinas Daily Journal dated November 
11, 1896 loaned to the Steinbeck Library by Mrs. Dorothy 
Irvine. 


SALINA 


PORTER & - 


Laliag’ Jac 


Porter & Irvine. 


The photo is of a “Smiling” John Steinbeck taken by his 
friend Richard Albee. The picture was taken on February 2, 
1941. John Steinbeck is standing by a swimming pool at 
second home in Los Gatos. He is operating a moving 
picture camera). He is taking moving pictures of his wife 
Carol. 


EXHIBITS 


Rare First Editions, Manuscripts, Photographs, Letters, 
and other Memorabilia will be on display at the John 
Steinbeck Library throughout the festival. 


LOCATIONS 
Hartnell Community College 156 Homestead Avenue 
Salinas, California 93901 (408) 758-8211 


John Steinbeck Library 110 West San Luis Street 
Salinas, California 93901 (408) 758-7311 


Salinas Community Center 940 North Main Street 
Salinas, California 93906 (408) 758-7351 


A Life In Letters 
Edited by Elaine Steinbeck and Robert Wallsten 


This is an excerpt from a letter to Paul Caswell. It shows the 
kind of detail he (John Steinbeck) was interested in from 
the files of the Salinas Index Journal. February 1948 


‘the front, ‘pagesanda selection fromthe rest of lhe paper: 
fp vinstance, lhe editorials on subjects of etther momenta 1y 
oe fevmanent interest, advertising of foods, clothing, ae 
interwals of, say, eve ry stx months. personals and back 


page country news. 


All quotations used in this publication are from the 
following books. 


Steinbeck East of Eden 
Paperback Edition - Penguin Books, 1979 


Steinbeck Journal.of a Novel 
The East of Eden Letters 
Paperback edition - Viking Press, 1969 


Steinbeck A Life in Letters 
Paperback Edition, edited by Elaine Steinbeck and Robert 
Wallsten - Penquin Books, 1968 


A Study Guide to Steinbeck: 
A handbook to his major works. Edited by Tetsumaro 
Hayashi, Ball State University. 


Steinbeck 
Festival 


GALL ene DAR 


PROGRAMS WILL BE HELD AT 
THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS 


A 
! 


HARTNELL COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
156 Homestead Avenue 

Salinas, California 93901 

(408) 758-8211 


JOHN STEINBECK LIBRARY 
110 West San Luis Street 
Salinas, California 93901 
(408) 758-7311 


MONTEREY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
Madison and Pacific 

Monterey, California 93940 
(408) 646-3930 


SALINAS COMMUNITY CENTER 
940 North Main Street 

Salinas, California 93906 

(408) 758-7351 


june 


SATURDAY 13 
10 a.m. 

Steinbeck Country Tours 
3p.m. 


Movie: The Moon is Down 


SUNDAY 14 MONDAY 15 TUESDAY 16 WEDNESDAY 17. THURSDAY 18 FRIDAY 19 SATURDAY 20 
10 a.m. 3p.m 3 p.m. 3p.m. 3p.m. 3p.m. 10am 
Walking Tour: Salinas Movie: The Grapes of Wrath Movie: The Forgotten Movie: Tortilla Flat Movie: The Forgotten Movie: East of Eden Steinbeck Country Tours 
2p.m. 7:30 p.m. Village 8p.m. Village 8 p.m. 2p.m 
Lecture and Discussion Television Movie: Eastof 7 p.m. Play: Of Mice And Men 8 p.m. Play: Of Mice and Men Lecture and Discussion 
3p.m. Eden, Part 1 Lecture and Discussion Lecture and Discussion 3pm 
Panel Discussion 7:30 p.m. 8p.m. Lecture and Discussion 
8p.m. Television Movie: East of Play: Of Mice and Men 8p.m 
Speaker: Burgess Meredith Eden, Part Il Play: Of Mice and Men 
Steinbeck Singers 8p.m. 
Panel Discussion 
SUNDAY 21 MONDAY 22 TUESDAY 23 WEDNESDAY 24 THURSDAY 25 
10 a.m. 3p.m 3p.m 3p.m 3p.m 
Steinbeck Country Tours Movie: The Pear! Movie: The Red Pony Movie: Viva Zapata Movie: Lifeboat 
2p.m. 7:30 p.m. 8p.m 7 p.m 7p.m. 
Reader's Theater TV Movie: The Pear/ Play: Of Mice and Men Lecture and Discussion Seminar and Discussion 
8 p.m. 8p.m 7:30 p.m Movie: Of Mice and Men 
Play: Of Mice and Men Play: Of Mice and Men Television Movie: East of 
Eden, Part Il. 


HIGHLIGHTS 


Burgess Meredith Film, Stage and TV Star, Writer, 
Director and Friend of John Steinbeck— 
Keynote Speaker 
Steinbeck Singers A Program of contemporary songs 
Theater Of Mice And Men, Sweet Thursday. 
Cannery Row 


Tours Walking tours of Steinbeck’s hometown, Salinas 
Bus tours of Steinbeck Country, including Cannery Row 


Panel Disc 
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Films Adapted from ten of Steinbeck’s novels and stories 
TV Movie East of Eden special showing 


ussions & Lectures Steinbeck scholars and 


friends participating in panel discussions and lectures. 


EDITORIAL 


Our souvenir edition is the result of an admiration and fascination of John Steinbeck and 
his works, especially East of Eden, set for the most part in Salinas, California, my home 
town. 

This publication is dedicated to the Salinas Public Library, an important part of my life for 
as long as | can remember. 

The photographs and information included here are the result of many long-time 
Monterey County residents who gave so generously of their time, knowledge, pictures, and 
other memorabilia. 

A special thank you to John Gross for guidance and inspiration, and Jeanette 
Concepcion for her expertise and friendship. 

The purchase of the paper shall be a donation for manuscripts and memorabilia to enrich 
the John Steinbeck Collection. 


EDITORIAL STAFF 


COOP a cic Cre eth 3 2 | Jenny Concepcion 


Research Consultant.......... Pauline Pearson 
Typesetting, Layout 
GUG wail 26 en bce es Budget Graphics 


PRIZES AND AWARDS RECEIVED BY JOHN STEINBECK 


1934 O'Henry Prize for Short Story The Murder (Long Valley) 


1935 Common Wealth Club Award 2 Gold Medals for Tortilla 
Flat and Of Mice and Men (California Award) 


Drama Critics Circle Award for the play Of Mice and 
Men 


Elected to National Institute of Arts & Letters 


Pulitzer Prize the fiction award for Grapes of Wrath 


The King Haakon Liberty Cross awarded by Norway for 
The Moon Is Down 


Elected to American Academy of Arts & Letters 


Awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature in Sweden for all 
works. 


Awarded Presidential Medal of Freedom (President L. 
Johnson) 


Honored at The First International Steinbeck Congress 
held at Kysushu University Fukuoka city, Japan 
August 1976. 


a 


Not everyone has the good fortune to be born in 
Salinas, but to those so favored, this is inscribed. 
John Steinbeck Acceptance Speech for the 
Nobel Prize for Literature, 1962. 
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The John Steinbeck Library expresses appreciation for the use of quotes and 
short passages to the authors, editors, and publishers of: Journal of a Novel: 
The East of Eden Letters. The Viking Press, 1972. - Steinbeck: A Life In 
Letters. Edited by Elaine Steinbeck and Robert Wallsten. Viking Press, 1975. - 
A Study Guide to Steinbeck: A handbook to his major works. Edited by 
Tetsumaro Hayashi. Ball State University. East of Eden, John Steinbeck. 
Viking Press, 1952. 


Published by the John Steinbeck Library, 110 W. San Luis St., Salinas, California 
93901. Copyright ©1981 by the John Steinbeck Library. All rights reserved. No 
part of this publication may be reproduced in any form without written permission 
from the publisher. 
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SATURDAY, JUNE 13 


10 a.m. Steinbeck Country Tours 
SALINAS AREA - Pauline Pearson. Meet at John 
Steinbeck Library parking lot. Return at 4:30 p.m. 
MONTEREY PENINSULA AREA - Maxine Knox. 
Meet at John Steinbeck Library parking lot: pick-up 
stop at Monterey Public Library, 10:40 a.m. Return 
4:30 p.m. 

3 p.m. Movie: The Moon is Down 

Hartnell College Performing Arts Center 


SUNDAY, JUNE 14 


9 a.m. Walking Tour: Salinas 
“East of Eden”’ - Pauline Pearson. 
John Steinbeck Library Meeting Room. Return 
12:30 p.m. 


2 p.m. Lecture and Discussion: ‘‘John Steinbeck’s 
East of Eden’’ Robert DeMott. 45 Minutes 
John Steinbeck Library Meeting Room. 


3 p.m. Panel Discussion: ‘‘John Steinbeck's Salinas’’ 
Moderator: Pauline Pearson. Participants: Herbert 
Hinrichs, Eldon Dedini, Reverend M. L. Kemper, 
D.D., Barbara Breen Rolita. 

John Steinbeck Library Meeting Room. 


8 p.m. Opening Night: Burgess Meredith 
Steinbeck Singers, Marilyn Puentes, Director. 
Master of Ceremonies James Clark Nesbit 
Salinas Community Center Auditorium, 
Sherwood Hall. 


MONDAY, JUNE 15 


$3 p.m. Movie: The Grapes of Wrath 
Hartnell College Performing Arts Center. 


7:30 p.m. Television Movie: East of Eden, Part /. 
ABC Television Production. 
Hartnell College Performing Arts Center. 


TUESDAY, JUNE 16 


3 p.m. Movie: The Forgotten Village 
Hartnell College Performing Arts Center. 


7 p.m. Lecture and Discussion: ‘John Steinbeck and 
Ed Ricketts'"’ Richard Astro. 45 minutes. 
John Steinbeck Library Meeting Room. 


7:30 p.m. Television Movie: East of Eden, Part I. 
ABC Television Production. 
Hartnell College Performing Arts Center. 


8 p.m. Panel Discussion: ‘John Steinbeck and 
Monterey"? Moderator: Richard Astro. 
Participants: Virginia Scardigli, Horace ‘‘Sparky"” 
Enea, James Costello, Bruce Ariss. 

John Steinbeck Library Meeting Room. 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 17 


3p.m. Movie: Tortilla Fiat 
Hartnell College Performing Arts Center. 


8 p.m. Play: Of Mice and Men 
By The Western Stage of Hartnell College. 
Ronald Danko, Director. 
Salinas Community Center, Santa Lucia Room. 


BRUCE ARISS.: Artist, writer, editor, and 
friend of Steinbeck in Monterey days. 


RICHARD ASTRO - Dean of the College 
of Arts and Sciences, Northeastern 
University; author and editor of several 
books on modern American literature, 
including John Steinbeck and Edward F. 
Ricketts: The Shaping of a Novelist. 


JACKSON J. BENSON - Professor of 
American Literature, San Diego State 
University; author of Hemingway: The 
Writers Art of Self-Defense, editor of The 
Short Stories of Ernest Hemingway: 
Critical Essays; authorized Steinbeck 
biographer. 


JAMES G. COSTELLO - Friend of 
Steinbeck in the Monterey days: 
newspaper columnist and writer 


RONALD DANKO - Director and Artistic 
Director of The Western Stage of 
Hartnell College. 


ELDON DEDINI - Artist: lifelong resident 
of Monterey county: family owned ranch 
next to Hamilton Ranch in King City 


ROBERT J. DE MOTT — Professor of 
English, Ohio University: author of 
articles on Steinbeck, Jeffers, and 
Pound; author of Artful Thunder (on 
American Romanticism) and of the 
forthcoming Steinbeck’s Reading 


HORACE “SPARKY” ENEA - Fisherman: 
cook on the Sea of Cortez 
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Note: Special showing OF 
MICE AND MEN 7:30 PM on 
Wednesday, June 24 at the 
City Hall Rotunda. 


Steinbeck 
Festival 


Pe Ee Er Ae Re re Soniye 
This program has been funded 

by a grant from 
The National Endowment 
For The Humanities 


THURSDAY, JUNE 18 


3 p.m. Movie: The Forgotten Village 
Hartnell College Performing Arts Center. 


7 p.m. Lecture and Discussion: ‘John Steinbeck’'s 
Career at Stanford’ Susan F. Riggs. 45 minutes. 
John Steinbeck Library Meeting Room. 


8 p.m. Lecture and Discussion: “John Steinbeck and 
the Migrants’ Anne Loftis. 45 minutes. 
John Steinbeck Library Meeting Room 


8 p.m. Play: Of Mice and Men 
By The Western Stage of Hartnell College. 
Ronald Danko, Director 
Salinas Community Center, Santa Lucia Room. 


FRIDAY, JUNE 19 


3 p.m. Movie: East of Eden 
Hartnell College Performing Arts Center. 


8 p.m. Play: Of Mice and Men 
By The Western Stage of Hartnell College. 
Ronald Danko, Director 
Salinas Community Center, Santa Lucia Room. 


SATURDAY, JUNE 20 


10 a.m. Steinbeck Country Tours 
SALINAS AREA - Pauline Pearson. Meet at John 
Steinbeck. Library parking lot. Return 4:30 p.m. 
MONTEREY PENINSULA AREA - Maxine Knox 
Meet at John Steinbeck Library’ parking lot: pick-up 
stop at Monterey Public Library, 10:40 a.m. Return 
4:30 p.m. 


2p.m. Lecture and Discussion: ‘Steinbeck the Man 
Politics and Morality’’ Jackson Benson 
45 minutes. 
John Steinbeck Library Meeting Room. 


3 p.m. Lecture and Discussion: ‘John Steinbeck's 
Moral Vision’’ Tetsumaro Hayashi. 45 minutes. 
John Steinbeck Library Meeting Room 


8 p.m. Play: Of Mice and Men 
By The Western Stage of Hartnell College. 
Ronald Danko, Director. 
Salinas Community Center, Santa Lucia Room. 


Participants 


TETSUMARO HAYASHI - President, John 
Steinbeck Society of America: Professor 
of English and Director of the Steinbeck 
Research Institute, Ball State University: 
editor-in- chief of Steinbeck Quarterly 


_HERBERT A. HINRICHS - Friend of 
Steinbeck from early childhood: lifelong 
resident of Salinas. 


THOMAS WINN HUMPHREY - Guest 
director and actor The Western Stage of 
Hartnell College; from University of 
California at San Diego. 


REVEREND M.L. KEMPER, D.D. 
Worked with Steinbeck in 1919/1920: 
pastor emeritus of First United 
Presbyterian Church; longtime resident 
of Salinas. 


MAXINE KNOX - Author; lecturer. 


PETER LISCA - Professor of English, 
University of Florida; author of The Wide 
World of John Steinbeck and of John 
Steinbeck: Nature and Myth. 


ANNE LOFTIS - Historian and free-lance 
writer, author of several articles dealing 
with migrant labor and farm labor union 
organizing; co-author (with Dick Meister) 
of A Long Time Coming: The Struggle to 
Unionize America's Farm Workers. 


Project Director: JOHN GROSS 


SUNDAY, JUNE 21 


10 a.m. Steinbeck Country Tours 
SALINAS AREA WALKING TOUR - Pauline 
Pearson. Meet at John Steinbeck Library parking 
lot. Return 12:30 p.m. : 
MONTEREY PENINSULA AREA BUS TOUR - 
Maxine Knox. Meet at John Steinbeck Library 
Parking lot: pick- up stop at Monterey Public 
Library. 10:40 a.m. Return 4:30 p.m. 

2 p.m. Reader's Theater Adaption of Sweet Thursday 
and Cannery Row. 
Thomas Winn Humphrey, Director. 
Salinas Community Center, Santa Lucia Room. 


8 p.m. Play: Of Mice and Men 
By The Western Stage of Hartnell College. 
Ronald Danko, Director. 
Salinas Community Center, Santa Lucia Room. 


MONDAY, JUNE 22 


3 p.m. Movie: The Pear/ 
Hartnell College Performing Arts Center. 


7:30 p.m. Television Movie: East of Eden, Part I. 
ABC Television Production. 
Hartnell College Performing Arts Center 


8 p.m. Play: Of Mice and Men 
By The Western Stage of Hartnell College. 
Ronald Danko. Director 
Salinas Community Center Santa Lucia Room 


TUESDAY, JUNE 23 


3 p.m. Movie: The Red Pony 
Hartnell College Performing Arts Center. 


8 p.m. Play: 0" Mice and Men 


7:30 p.m. Lecture and Discussion: ‘Steinbeck Into Film: 
The Making of Flight’’ Graham Wilson. (Flight to be 
shown after 45 minute talk) 

John Steinbeck Library Meeting Room. 


7:30 p.m. Television Movie: East of Eden, Part Il. 
ABC Television Production. 
Hartnell College Performing Arts Center 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 24 


3 p.m. Movie: Viva Zapata 
Hartnell College Performing Meeting Room. 


7 p.m. Lecture and Discussion: ‘John Steinbeck and 
the Bible’ From Myth to Morality” 
Peter Lisca 45 minutes 
John Steinbeck Library Meeting Room. 


THURSDAY, JUNE 25 


3 p.m. Movie: Lifeboat 
Hartnell College Performing Arts Center. 


7 p.m. A Seminar Discussion: ‘The Life and Works in 
Review’ Moderators. Peter Lisca, Virginia 
Scardigli, Graham Wilson. Two and a half hours. 
John Steinbeck Library Meeting Room. 


BURGESS MEREDITH - Star of stage. 
screen, television; friend of Steinbeck 


JAMES CLARK NESBIT - Guest actor 
and stage manager for The Western 
Stage of Hartnell College: professional 
director, producer, and actor from New 
York 


PAULINE L. PEARSON - Lecturer, 
historian 


MARYLYN PUENTES - Director of 
Steinbeck Singers 


SUSAN F. RIGGS - Former Archivist of 
the Steinbeck holdings at the Stanford 
University Libraries, compiler and editor 
of A Catalog of the John Steinbeck 
Collection at Stanford University 


BARBARA BREEN ROLITA - Longtime 
resident of Monterey County. Salinas 
Rodeo Association Historian 


VIRGINIA C. SCARDIGLI - Teacher and 
lecturer; former resident of Pacific 
Grove during Steinbeck's Cannery Row 
years, friend of John Steinbeck and 
Edward F. Ricketts 


GRAHAM C. WILSON - Professor of 
English and Chair of the Department of 
English, San Francisco State University. 
author of Steinbeck Country, editor of A 
Linguistics Reader 


Program Advisor: JACKSON BENSON 
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OPENING NIGHT 


Sunday, June 14 
8 p.m. KEYNOTE SPEAKER: BURGESS MEREDITH 
STEINBECK SINGERS. 


Salinas Community Center Auditorium 


LECTURES 


Sunday, June 14 
2 p.m. JOHN STEINBECK’S EAST OF EDEN 
Tuesday, June 16 
7 p.m. JOHN STEINBECK & ED RICKETTS 
Thursday, June 18 
7 p.m. JOHN STEINBECK’S CAREER AT 
STANFORD 
8 p.m. JOHN STEINBECK AND THE MIGRANTS 
Saturday, June 20 
2 p.m. STEINBECK THE MAN: POLITICS AND 
MORALITY 
3 p.m. JOHN STEINBECK’S MORAL VISION 
Tuesday, June 23 
7:30 p.m. STEINBECK INTO FILM: THE MAKING OF 
FLIGHT 
Wednesday, June 24 
7 p.m. JOHN STEINBECK AND THE BIBLE: FROM 
MYTH TO MORALITY. 


All lectures will be held at the John Steinbeck Library 
Meeting Room 


PANEL DISCUSSIONS 


Sunday, June 14 

3 p.m. JOHN STEINBECK’S SALINAS 
Tuesday, June 16 

8 p.m. JOHN STEINBECK & MONTEREY 


Thursday, June 25 
7 p.m. THE LIFE AND WORKS IN REVIEW 


All panel discussions will be held at the John Steinbeck 
Library Meeting Room. 


“‘Sparkey’”” Enea and 
“Tiny ” Coletto exibition 
boxing in Monterey, CA. 
C. early 1920’s. 


“Tiny” and “Sparkey” 
placed in Steinbeck’s 
SEA OF CORTEZ and 
CANNERY ROW. 


Photo courtesy of Vince Coletto 


Steinbeck 
estival 


EVEN TS 


This program has been funded 
by a grant from 
The National Endowment 
For The Humanities 


RARE FIRST EDITIONS, MANUSCRIPTS, PHOTO- 
GRAPHS, LETTERS, AND OTHER MEMORABILIA WILL 
BE ON DISPLAY AT THE JOHN STEINBECK LIBRARY 
THROUGHOUT THE FESTIVAL. 


TOURS 


Saturday, June 13 
10 a.m. STEINBECK COUNTRY TOUR: Salinas Area 


STEINBECK COUNTRY TOUR: Monterey 
Peninsula Area 


Sunday, June 14 
10 a.m. WALKING TOUR: Salinas East of Eden 


Saturday, June 20 
10 a.m. STEINBECK COUNTRY TOUR: Salinas Area 
STEINBECK COUTNRY TOUR: Monterey 
Peninsula Area 


Sunday, June 21 
10 a.m. STEINBECK COUNTRY TOUR: Salinas Area 
Walking Tour 
STEINBECK COUNTRY TOUR: Monterey 
Peninsula Area Bus Tour 


FILMS 


Saturday, June 13 
3 p.m. THE MOON IS DOWN 


Monday, June 15 
3 p.m. THE GRAPES OF WRATH 
7:30 p.m. Television Movie: EAST OF EDEN Part! 


Tuesday, June 16 
3 p.m. THE FORGOTTEN VILLAGE 
7:30 p.m. Television Movie: EAST OF EDEN, Part Il 


Wednesday, June 17 
3 p.m. TORTILLA FLAT 


Thursday, June 18 
3 p.m. THE FORGOTTEN VILLAGE 


Friday, June 19 
3 p.m. EAST OF EDEN 


Monday, June 22 
3 p.m. THE PEARL 
7:30 p.m. Television Movie: EAST OF EDEN, Part ! 
Tuesday, June 23 
3 p.m. THE RED PONY 
7:30 p.m. Television Movie: EAST OF EDEN, Part Ii 
Wednesday, June 24 
3 p.m. VIVA ZAPATA 
Thursday, June 25 
3 p.m. LIFEBOAT 
All showings to be in Hartnell College Performing Arts Center. 


Note: Wednesday, June 24: OF MICE AND MEN 


THEATER 


Wednesday, June 17 
8 p.m. OF MICE AND MEN 


Thursday, June 18 
8 p.m. OF MICE AND MEN 


Friday, June 19 
8 p.m. OF MICE AND MEN 


Saturday, June 20 
8 p.m. OF MICE AND MEN 


Sunday, June 21 
2 p.m. READER’S THEATER - ADAPTATION OF 
SWEET THURSDAY AND CANNERY ROW 
8 p.m. OF MICE AND MEN 
Monday, June 22 
8 p.m. OF MICE AND MEN 
All performances held at the Salinas Community Center, 
Santa Lucia Room. 
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To John Murphy 


New York 
February 21, 1957 


Dear John: 

After talking to Sligabeth Otis, one of the best 
judges in the country, who has seen the beginning of 
Dennis’ book (The Sergeant), 9 shudder to tel you 
what Q have strongly suspected—that you have a waiter 
in the family. This ig sad news, but 9 can't think of a 
thing you can do about it. 9 can remember the horror 
which came over my parents when they became convinced 
that it was so with me—and properly so. What you 
have and they had to Yook forward to is Qife made 
intolerable by a mean, cantankerous, opinionated, 
moody, quanrelsome, unreasonable, nervous, flighty, 
innesponsible son. You will get no Loyalty, Little 
consideration and desperately Oittle attention from him. 
Qn fact you will want to Rill him. O'm sure my father 
and mother often must have considered poisoning me. 
There will be no ease for you or for him. Ge won't even 
have the decency to be successful or if he is, he will pick 
at it ag though it were a failure for it is one of the thaits of 
this profession that it always fails i{ the whiter is any 
good. And Dennis ig not only a writer but 9 am 
dreadfully afraid a very good one. 


Courtesy of John Steinbeck Library 


J hasten to offer Manie and you my sympathy but 9 
must also warn you that you are helpless. Your function 
as a father from now on will be to get him out of jail, to 
nurture him just shont of starvation, to watch in despair 
while he seems to be itrational—and your keward for all 
this will be to be ignored at best and insulted and vilified 
at worst. Don’t expect to understand him, because he 
doesn’t understand himgel{. Don't for God's sake, judge 
him by ordinary rules of human virtue on vice or failings. 
Every man has his price but the price of a writer, a real 
one, is very hard to find and almost impossible to 
implement. My best advice to you is to stand aside, to 
nod with the punch and particularly to protect your 
belly. Of you ane contemplating killing him, you had 
better do it soon ir it will be too Late. 9 can see no peace 
for him and Qittle fon you. You can deny relationship. 
There are Lots of Murphys. 

This is a strange phenomenon— No one understands 
it. On the Middle Ages they ascribed it to evil spirits 
or the devil and they may not have been far wrong. But 
there ig a heavy penalty fon excellence. 9 have tried to 
explain this to Dennis—and 9 think he knows it but 
knowing some things doesn't make it easier. And out of 
all the mess sometimes comes great beauty—the only 
thing that survives in oun species. 


(Steinbeck: A Life in Letters - (549-550) 


SSS SS SSS 
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frualbe 


“Dr. H.C. Murphy had 
got to know Lee very 
well and had gone from 
a professional impatience 
with a Chinese servant 

to a genuine admiration 
for a scholar.” 


Dr. Murphy had even 
borrowed some of Lee’s 
news separates and 
reports on diagnosis and 
practice. He told Dr. 
Edwards, “That chink 
knows more about the 
pathology of cerebral 
hemorrhage than I do, and 
I bet as much as you do.” 
He spoke with a kind 
affectionate anger that this 
should be so. The medical 
profession is uncon- 
sciously irrated by lay 
knowledge. 

“1 had a patient,” Dr. 
Murphy said, and he tolda 
hopeful story. 

“?m_ always afraid of 
recurrence,” said Lee. 

“That you have to leave 
with the Almighty,” said 
Dr. Murphy “We can’t 
patch an artery like an 
inner tube. By the way, 
how do you get him to let 
you take his blood 
pressure?” 

“1 bet on his and he bets 
on mine. It’s better then 
horse racing.” 

“Who wins?” 

“Well, | could,” said Lee. 
“But | don’t. That would 
spoil the game — and the 
chart.” 

“How do you keep him 
from getting excited?” 

“It’s my own invention,” 
said Lee. “I call it conver- 
sational therapy.” 

“Must take all your 
time.” 

“it does,” said Lee. 


(East of Eden - 675) 


Craig Smith, Photographer 


Craig Smith, Photographer 


Discover Salinas History 


in Steinbeck’s 


East of Eden 


In Steinbeck’s East of Eden, many of the locales used by 
the author will be highlighted in the Walking and Bus 
Tours. Pauline Pearson, historical consultant for the 
Steinbeck Library will be your guide during the Salinas 
Tours. Mrs. Pearson will be glad to answer any questions 
about the novel and the author. During the past seven 
years Pauline Pearson has interviewed long time Salinas 
residents of the Valley who knew John Steinbeck from his 


childhood, characters in East of Eden who were “real 
people”, and researched county records and combed 
through old family photos to pin down locales mentioned 
in East of Eden. All the photographs used in this journal 
were compiled during the seven years of investigative 
work by Pearson. Researching Steinbeck meant 
researching Salinas History. 


Craig Smith, Photographer 


“One of the more unique aspects of the collection is the 
oral history tape section which preserves the recollections 
of people in Salinas, Monterey, and other nearby 
communities who knew John Steinbeck and his family.” 


John Gross 
Director of the 
John Steinbeck Library 


This newspaper is an attempt to visually inform the 
reader of people and places now gone as well as the few 
locales which have been remodeled, moved, or forgotten. 

The tapes may be used by historians, researchers, and 
interested individuals. 
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Courtesy of Albert J. Coelho 


Where the pink azaleas bloom... 


We knew—or at least we were confident—that on May 
Day, when all the Sunday School picnics took place in the 
Alisal, the wild azaleas that grew in the skirts of the stream 
would be in bloom. They were a part of May Day. 


May Day was cold. The picnic was drenched out of 
existence by a freezing rain, and there wasn’t an open 
blossom on the azalea trees. Two weeks later they still 
weren’t out. 


Cal hadn’t known it would be like this when he had made 
azaleas the signal for his picnic, but once the symbol was 
set it could not be violated. 


The Ford sat in Windham’s shed, its tires pumped up, 
and with two new dry cells to make it start easily on Bat. 
Lee was alerted to make sandwiches when the day came, 
and he got tired of waiting and stopped buying sandwich 
bread every two days. 

“Why don’t you just go anyway?” he said. 


When’d they come out? she asked. “This morning.” 


They broke into a run — bought bread at Reynaud’s and 
joggled Lee into action. 


“| can't,” said Cal. “I said azaleas.” 

“How will you know?” 
“The Silacci boys live out there, and they come into 
school every day. They say it will be a week or ten days.” 


It was the end of May before the Silacci boys brought the 
news that the salmon-pink blossoms of the azaleas were 
breaking free. It was on a Wednesday, as the nine o’clock 
bell was ringing, that they told him. 


“When’d they come out?” she asked. 
“This morning.” 


They broke into a run—bought bread at Reymaud’s and 
joggled Lee into action. 


“We're going on a picnic,” said Cal. 


Hollis Silacci (age 9), Roy Bardin, Elmer Silacci (age 9) - C. 1917-1918 
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Courtesy Elmer Silacci 


“Why don't you come with us? We're going to the Alisal 
to get azaleas.” 

“Why, I'd like to,” Adam said, and then, “No, | can't, | 
promised to go down to the ice plant. We're putting in 
some new tubing. It’s a beautiful day.” 

“We'll bring you some azaleas,” Abra said. 


It’s a pleasant little stream that gurgles through the Alisal 
against the Gabilan Mountains on the east of the Salinas 
Valley. The water bumbles over round stones and washes 
the polished roots of the trees that hold it in. 

The smell of azaleas and the sleepy smell of sun working 
with chlorophyll filled the air. On the bank the Ford car sat, 
still breathing softly from its overheating. The back seat 
was piled with azalea branches. 

Cal and Abra sat on the bank among the luncheon 
papers. They dangled their feet in the water. 


(East of Eden - 674-677) 


The twins Hollis and Elmer 1910 


as 


a 


Courtesy of John Steinbeck Library 


The Old Court House - 1878, mentioned in EAST OF EDEN was located where the courtyard is today 
1981. J.E. Steinbeck, father of John Steinbeck, had an office on the second floor when he served as 
treasurer of Monterey County. Olive Hamilton Steinbeck worked in the office with her husband, as 
was the custom. John Steinbeck also worked for one summer in his father’s office, according to a 
letter in LIFE IN LETTERS (letter to Carl Wilhelmson dated 1933, Salinas). Building not standing today. 


Old Red Brick Jail - 1910, adjacent to old Monterey County Court House (site of). Placed in EAST OF 
EDEN. “Cal Trask” had to got to jail here -- conversations between “Sheriff Quinn” and “The Sheriff”. 
Also the jail for “The Boys” in TORTILLA FLAT. Present site of Sheriff’s Office for Monterey County 
(1981). Building not standing. 


To Carl Wilhelmison (page 86 - a life in letters) 


Salinas 
1933 
Dear Can: 

This has been a very bad year all around for us. 
Sometimes 9 get so shot that Q feel Cike running out on 
the situation, a thing impossible of course. There are 
barriers psychological as well as physical. 9 have never 
run into so many barriers. Qt is really the first time O 
have been unable to run out of danger. 9 can't get much 
of any work done, and the few words 9 do put down are 
written in the midst of constant interruptions. 


Gn general 9 quess we are all right. Carol ig about 
ready for a breakdown maybe. You know one publisher 
after another went broke from under us. Ay new book 
(Fo a God Unknown) was held up for a Yong time and 


then 9 got foun offers for ita nd Left it with Ballou 
because 9 Like him and trust him, and neither Like nor 
trust the others. And so it will be out in the Fall. O 
gent the proofs back the day before yesterday. The last 
one (She Pastures of Heaven) seems to be getting a 
better break in England than it did in this country, but 
QY can’t tell much about that for some time. 


Y wish could get to see you, but 9 don't see how 
can. Q have to help in the office. Don't it funny, my two 
pet horrors, incapacity and Yedgers and they both hit at 
once. Q write columns of figures in beg Ledgers and after 
about three hours of it 9 am so stupefied that 9 can't get 


down to my own work. 9 can see very readily how office 
workers get the way they are. There is something soddenty 
hypnotic about the columns of figures. Once this is over, 
J shall starve before 9°00 ever open another ledger. 
Sometimes we get away over a weekend but Palo Alto 
is quite a ong trip away on is it Berkeley where you are 
Qiving. 
shouldn't be writing to anybody. it is impossible to 
keep the melancholoy out of the tone of the words. 9°00 
put this Setter away and if O hear from you 9°00 had a 
Qine on two and send it. 
(unsigned) 
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1887 - 1918 


March 10, 1948 

Casual Co. Mo. of Casual Camp 
Chartotle, North Carelina 

4lh Division 


My dear Father, Mother and atl, 


This leller finds me tn the same Co but 
expect lo te hansfer zed lo a regular 
regiment nwa few days. 


This casual campy ts where all newcomers 
arc pul, ‘fova weekv-or so, solhat lhere will be 
no danger of ipreading diseases lo the old 


1% 


During the past fee days there has been 
atout ‘four cases of mumps and one case of 
scartet fever. We were pel in quarantine 
the day me arrived and ae Mill in 
quuantine ath guards posted so that we 
cannot leave camfpu. This ts a very large 
camp atout 60,000 men here now. t is 

here that the men are shipped lo 
Srancesodont be surprised when you hear 
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ourtesy of Dorothy Recht Brooks 


Martin Hopps lived around the corner from us. He was wide, 
short, red-haired. His mouth was wide, and he had red eyes. He 
was almost the shyest boy in Salinas. To say good morning to him 
was to make him itch with self-consciousness. He belonged to 
Troop C because the armory had a basketball court. 4... ce... 


DBL 2 ada. 38 


ut 


sitg 
f 
a 


Z Be gh ak oka 
es e 
ce eee cS oem 


John Nelson Photo 


There is no dignity in death in battle. Mostly that is a 
splashing about of human meat and fluid, and the result is 
filthy, but there is a great and almost sweet dignity in the 
sorrow, the helpless, the hopeless sorrow, that comes 
down over a family with the telegram. Nothing to say, 
nothing to do, and only one hope — | hope he didn’t suffer 
— and what a forlorn and last-choice hope that is. And itis 
true that there were some people who when their sorrow 
was beginning to lose its savor, gently edged it toward 
pride and felt increasingly important because of their loss. 
Some of these even made a good thing of it after the war 
was over. That is only natural, just as it is natural for aman 
whose life function is the making of money to make money 
out of a war. No one blamed a man for that, but it was 
expected that he should invest a part of his loot in war 
bonds. We thought we invented all of itin Salinas, even the 
sorrow. (East of Eden - 593-594) 


If the Germans had known Olive and had been sensible 
they would have gone out of their way not to anger her. But 
they didn’t know or they were stupid. When they killed 
Martin Hopps they lost the war because that made my 
mother mad and she took out after them. She had liked 
Martin Hopps. He had never hurt anyone. When they killed 


him Olive declared war on the German empire. 
(East of Eden - 174) 


“Nothing to say, nothing to do, and only one hope — | hope he didn’t suffer —” 


Martin Hopps’ Vulcanizing Shop on Main Street. 


Building furthest back is the old Salinas High 
School which was located at the present site of 
the municipal parking lot. 


MARTIN HOPPS 


FILLS HERO’S 
GRAVE 


SALINAS BOY DIES OF 
WOUNDS RECEIVED IN 
BATTLE OF THE MARNE 


F.H. Hopps of this city received a 
telegram from the war department at 
Washington this afternoon inform- 
ing him of the death of his son, Pri- 
vate Martin S. Hopps, on July 23, 
from wounds received in the battle of 
the Marne. The news of this gallant 
young soldier’s death while fighting 
for world freedom, caused a wave of 
sorrow to sweep over the community 
and expressions of sympathy for the 
bereaved family were general. He 
died a hero’s death; he has made the 
supreme sacrifice. The people of 
Salinas, who esteemed him for his 
quiet, unassuming manners and 
accomodating spirit, will cherish his 
memory as one who died for the princ- 


fronts. 


passing. 


iples of right and justice. Those who 
knew him best can appreciate the self- 
sacrificing spirit that animated him. 

Martin Hopps’ death brings direct- 
ly home to us, in a most personal 
sense, the grim tragedy of war as it is 
being enacted on the blod-stained soil 
of France and with it the sad thought 
of the sacrifices it entails upon those 
who have beloved sons, brothers, 
husbands, and lovers on the battle 


Martin Hopps’ spirit has flown to 
realms of light; his troubles are over, 
May God assuage the grief of his 
loved ones who are left to mourn his 


+ wept Novels FE, eam eet 
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The following article by Irma Crews Werner 


Who could have dreamed when Martin Hopps left his 
hometown and family in 1917 to serve in World War | that 
he would become a real-life character in the novel, “East of 
Eden,” by another hometown boy who achieved fame as 
an author and the winner of both the Nobel and Pulitzer 
prizes for his writings. 

John Steinbeck, who skillfully wove the history of his 
own family into the story of three generations of Trasks, 
told in “East of Eden” of how incensed his mother, Olive 
Hamilton Steinbeck, became over Martin’s death in 
France. He wrote “She had liked Martin Hopps. He had 
never hurt anyone. When they killed him, Olive declared 
war on the German empire.” 

Steinbeck tells how his mother “cast about for a 
weapon” and came up with selling Liberty Bonds. This she 
did with such avengeance that she came to the attention of 
the Secretary of the Treasury and began to receive prizes. 
The “Fairest prize of all” was a ride in an army airplane. 


Salinas Daily Journal 


The author's account of his mother’s plane ride is 
hilarious. 

According to records provided by one of Martin's nieces, 
Dorothy Recht Brooks of La Habra, formerly of Salinas, the 
bachelor soldier was drafted into service in Salinas, 
November 30, 1917, arrived overseas May 14, 1918, and 
died July 23, 1918, from wounds received in action July 19 
at the 2nd Great Battle of the Marne. He was 31. 

Before Martin entered the service, he had a vulcanizing 
and tire service business on Main Street. A letter written by 
his mother in 1913 states “Martin came home from the City. 
He has been working up there for five months learning his 
trade.” 

In a letter written by his sister, Ora Hopps Haynam, 
dated May 15, 1918, but never received by Martin due to his 
death, reference is made to the disposal of his business 
then in process. 
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Courtesy of Dorothy Recht Brooks 


Courtesy of Dorothy Recht Brooks 


My deav Martin, 
Ouer a week has passed Jince receiving 


your LLL ney You were leavt 

New York. We take for gented you are 
crossing the Mlanticand you may be since 
we all think of you many, many limes 
each day and pray that you may notonty 
avive on the ther side safely, bat lhat ‘you 
may be sparedany hardshipson that side. 
Sapa and Mama me both so anxtous for 


lying position you may be placed in. F 
aturday 


His parents, Mr. and Mrs. Francis J. Hopps, lived at 110 
Capitol St. at the time of his death. The walk to the home 
was in the exact spot where the monument to the eight 
World War | soldiers now stands on the grounds of 
Roosevelt School. 

When the school district acquired the property, the 
home was moved across the street to its present location at 
109 Capitol St. on July 8, 1920, at the cost of $350. 

The house has been remodeled and now is the property 
of Mrs. Albina Cosco, who, with her husband, the late Joe 
Cosco, purchased the home from the Hopps estate after 
the death of Martin’s mother. 
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A 
Bae ate a wea = Z Zp. is 
lope -e 734. abe : 


She loun ispreoparing forthe Red Er05s 
drive locommence lhe 18th. Sheewitll bea 


parade on the opening ry day ow the 20th, 

they plana bigda ry wilh sate danceanda 
tall game much the same as was held last 
summer. JF am sew at least one 
aflencon each week at Red Cross 
Headguarters and am anxtous lo help 
what F can fer F know there ae many 


Last Fo lhe Native 
Red €r03s. Wehad it inthe Elks Hattand 
fociinp lhddlielinb deny Nebaiies ies 
and are very active in all war activities. 


oo 


Lodge records show that martin joined the local 
Masonic Lodge, No. 204, in May, 1917, and that the 
organization authorized the framing of pictures of Martin 
Hopps and Cecil E. Anderson, another World War | 
casualty, on October 18, 1918. These pictures were to be 
hung in the lodge hall for many years, according to Mrs. 
Brooks, who says that the lodge may still have it in its 
archives. 

J.J. Reagan, a past master of the lodge failed to find the 
picture at the present Masonic Temple, but said that lodge 
property was stored in various places at the time of the 
move to the site on San Joaquin Street 20 years ago. 


Courtesy of the Salinas Califo! 


Evew Thursday bhetr commttlees are out 


selling Urfft amps. Shey make a house 
lo house canvas. She Clk have lhirly-lwo 


There tsnt much of interest lo urtle. J 
lalhed with Elner Wexander loday and he 


hopes that you may gel something lodoas 
a vutcanizer. Ml the G lires have 
been dé: of and there are yet some 
Fisk lines lo sell. the Goodyear people sent 
amandounand weremade 


vd anangements 


MM of Main Set. from Tubbs lo Sougas’ 


Elua went te Santa Cry last 
Saturday, returning Sunday. She had a 
new gray sutt wilh hat lo match, so went 
away lo Chitsten it. Hattie and family 
we doing nicely and the people of Santa 
Cruy we capecting a good summer. 


She weatheris very pleasant and spring 
like only the nights and me mings Are so 
cold. 


GS think isa poly 7 a you didnt gel the 
box we eapressed lo You. S$ dont see why il 
wasnt forwarded lo you. Hb was a loss lo 
sues aswell. Hearenctatlowed lo 
send across lhe water. This tsa 
poor leller, but F am not sure you wit 
vecetve tl and there isnt much lo unite. 


Lols of love from us all, 
Lovingly, Ov 


Although none of Martin’s relatives live in Salinas now, 
several of his nieces and nephews grew up here. 

Mrs. Brook's sister, Marjorie Recht Buwalda, now lives in 
Concord, CA., and her brother, Dwight Recht, Jr., makes 
his home in Sweetwater, Texas. Their mother was Mrs 
Hazel Hopps Recht. 

Until recently, a great-nephew, Harold W. Nonneman, 
called Salinas home and taught music at Salinas High 
School. He is now a music teacher in Anchorage, Alaska, 
and has just been named director of the Anchorage Youth 
Symphony. 

He has a brother, Tom Nonneman, who has a music 
store in Paradise, CA., and has a twin sister, Nancy 
Nonneman Hutton, also of Paradise. She is a teacher. 

Their father was the late Harold F. Nonneman of Salinas. 
A brother, Rollin Nonneman, lives in Hayward. Their 
mother was Mrs. Elva Hopps Nonneman. 

Rollin and his wife Lorraine have two sons — Steven, 
who is teaching in Australia, and Dennis, a Hayward 
resident. 

Nonneman’s widow, Joy, now is Mrs. Stanley A. Paine of 
Salinas. 

Martin’s sister, Mrs. Ora Haynam, who later became Mrs. 
Hemsworth, had one daughter, the late Rachel Haynam. 
She attended local schools. 

His other sisters were Cleona Hopps Mason of Monterey 
and Hattie Hopps Bull of Santa Cruz. 

Mrs. Mason’s daughter, Lorraine Mason Hutchinson, a 
lifelong resident of Monterey, attended what was known 
then as Salinas Junior College. Now a widow, she moved 
this spring to Oakley, CA., to be near her two daughters 
and their families. Her brother, Elwyn Mason, has lived in 
Bakersfield for many years. 

My connection to the Hopps family is through the 
marriage of my uncle Arthur Mason to Cleona Hopps. 
Lorraine Mason Hutchinson and Elvyn Mason are my 
cousins. 

By Irma Crews Werner 


1918 - Men marching in Martin Hopp’s funeral procession 
at Main and San Luis Streets. 


— 


Courtesy of Sandis, Humber & Associates 


The branches of the big palm tree in Berges’s front yard were lashing with a dry clatter, and a cat meowed over and over 
in front of some kitchen door closed against it. (cast of Even - 671) 


“When | can’t sleep I walk around.” 


“1 don’t know. | get restless at night — like an alley cat, | guess.” The thought of 
Kate and his weak joke seemed horrible to him. “When I can’t sleep | walk 


around,” he said, “to try to blot it out.” 


Adam considered his words. Inspected each one. “Does your brother walk 


around too?” 


“Oh, no, sir. He wouldn’t think of it. He’s — he’s not restless.” 
“You see, I don’t know,” said Adam. “I don’t know anything about you.” 


2} 


If Lee knew that Cal left the house at night and returned 
very late, he gave no sign, since he couldn’t do anything 
about it. The night constables sometimes saw him walking 
alone. 


Chief Hiserman made it a point to speak to the truant 
officer, who assured him that Cal not only had no record 
for playing hooky but actually was a very good student. 
The chief knew Adam of course, and since Cal broke no 
windows and caused no disturbance he told the 
constables to keep their eyes open but to let the boy alone 
unless he got into trouble. 


Old Tom Watson caught up with Cal one night and 
asked, “Why do you walk around so much at night?” 


“I’m not bothering anybody,” said Cal defensively. 
“| know you’re not. But you ought to be home in bed.” 


(East of Eden - 520) 


“I’m not sleepy,” said Cal, and this didn’t make any sense 
at all to Old Tom, who couldn't remember any time in his 
whole life when he wasn't sleepy. The boy looked in on the 
fan-tan games in Chinatown, but he didn’t play. It was a 
mystery, but then fairly simple things were mysteries to 
Tom Watson and he preferred to leave them that way. 


On his walks Cal often recalled the conversation 
between Lee and Adam he had heard on the ranch. He 
wanted to dig out the truth. And his knowledge 
accumulated slowly, a reference heard in the street, the 
gibing talk in the pool hall. If Aron had heard the fragments 
he would not have noticed, but Cal collected them. He 
knew that his mother was not dead. He knew also, both 
from the first conversation and from the talk he heard, that 
Aron was not likely to be pleased at discovering her. 

(East of Eden - 510-511) 


Chief Orly Hiserman 
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Courtesy of the Salinas City Police Department 
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Courtesy of Monterey County Historical Society 


Front view of old 
Salinas Post Office 


Courtesy of John Steinbeck Library 


Inside old Salinas Post Office — now 
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“I guess Ill go for a 


Cal opened the front dcor a crack and saw Lee's 
shoulders and head outlined against the white wall of the 
French Laundry across the street. Lee was sitting on the 
steps, and he looked lumpy in his heavy coat. 

Cal slipped out the kitchen door and moved through 
Lee’s waning kitchen garden. He climbed the high fence, 
found the two-by-twelve plank that served as a bridge 
across the slough of dark water, and came out between 
Lang’s Bakery and the tinsmith’s shop on Castroville 
Street. 

He walked to Stone Street where the Catholic church is 
and turned left, went past the Carriage house, the Wilson 
house, the Zabala house, and turned left on Central 
Avenue at the Steinbeck house. Two blocks out Central he 
turned left past the West End School. 

The poplar trees in front of the schoolyard were nearly 
bare, but in the evening wind a few yellowed leaves still 
twisted down. 


Cap’s Saloon, 12 W. Gabilan. 


walk” 


Rabbit, drinking from a pint flask in the alley behind the 
Abbott House, told Cal all the news he could think of. He 
had sold a piece of his land at a fine price and he was in 
Salinas to celebrate. (East of Eden - 511) 


On Friday Cal brooded the whole day long. And in the 
evening Joe Laguna bought the quart of whisky for him. 
Cal was too young to purchase. Joe wanted to Accompany 
Cal, but Joe was satisfied with the dollar Cal gave him and 
went back for a pint of grappa. 


Cal went to the alley behind the Abbott House and found 
the shadow behind a post where he had sat the night he 
first saw his mother. (East of Eden - 649) 


Lang’s Bakery - owned by Adam 
and Katherine Lang 


Photo - John Nelson 


Cal’s mind was numb. He did not even know that the air 
was cold with frost slipping down from the mountains. 
Three blocks ahead he saw his brother cross under a 
streetlight, coming toward him. He knew it was his brother 
by stride and posture and because he knew it. 

Cal slowed his steps, and when Aron was close he said, 
“Hi. | came looking for you.” 

Aron said, “I’m sorry about this afternoon.” 

“You couldn't help it—forget it.” He turned and the two 
walked side by side. “I! want you to come with me,” Cal 
said. “| want to show you something.” 

“What is it?” 

“Oh, it's a surprise. But it’s very interesting. You'll be 
interested.” 

“Well, will it take long?” 

“No, not very long. Not very long at all.” 

The walked past Central Avenue toward Castroville 
Street. (East of Eden - 624) 


Courtesy of John Steinbeck Library 


Sacred Heart Catholic Church 


BERGES — GARRISIERE 


“He tossed and rolled in 
bed and at dawn he got up 
and dressed and crept out 

of the house.” 


Monterey County Historical Society 


On Main Street he saw Old Martin sweeping the street 
with a stable broom. 


Main Street was empty except for a few dogs sniffing at 
closed entrances and the sleepy activity around the San 
Francisco Chop House. Pet Bulene’s new taxi was parked 
in front, for Pet had been alerted the night before to take 
the Williams girls to the morning train for San Francisco. 


Cal turned down Alisal Street, went into the post office, 
and looked in the glass window of box 632. It was empty. 
He wandered back home and found Lee up and stuffing a 
very large turkey. 


West End School 


“Up all night?” Lee asked. 

Cal said, “When you get through, Aron, let’s take a walk.” 

“Where to?” Aron asked. 

“Just around town. | want to ask you something.” 

Cal led his brother across the street to Berges and 
Garrisiere, who imported fine wines and liquors. Cal said, 
“I've got a little money, Aron. | thought you might like to 
buy some wine for dinner. I'll give you the money.” 

“What kind of wine?” 


TET 


= 


4 


“Let's make a real celebration. Let's get champagne—it 
can be your present.” 


; Joe Garrisiere said, “You. boys aren't old enough.” 
“For dinner? Sure we are.” 
' “Can't sell it to you. I’m sorry.” 
Cal said, “| know what you can do. We can pay for it and 
you can send it to our father.” 


Courtesy of Jack Lee 
TD 


_ 


“That | can do,” Joe Garrisiere said. “We've got some 
Oeil de Perdrix—” His lips pursed as though he were 
tasting it. 


“What's that?” Cal asked. 
“Champagne—but very pretty, same color asa partridge 
eye—pink but a little darker than pink, and dry too. Four- 
fifty a bottle.” 


“Isn’t that high?” Aron asked. 


“Sure it’s high!” Cal laughed. “Send three bottles over, 
Joe.” To Aron he said, “It’s your present.” 


(East of Eden - 617-618) 


haa cet SI 


Courtesy of the Salinas Californian 
Monterey County Historical Society 


“4 The Gasrisiere House 


i The Abbott House 
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Dr. H. C. Murphy Home 
Rectory of St. Paul's 
Baby School 

Silacci Home 

Monterey County Court House 
Carr Williams Home 

West End School 

Central Park 

Mayer - Griffin House 
Steinbeck House 
Reynaud's French Bakery 
Berges Home 

Sheriff Nesbitt's Home 
Lang's Bakery 

Tinsmith Shop 
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Sacred Heart Church 

San Francisco Chop House 
The Abbott House 

Berges and Garrisierre 

Old Salinas Post Office 
Monterey County Bank 
Henry Fenchels Tailor Shop 
Porter & Irvine 

Old Elks Building - Farmer’s Mercantiie 
Bell's Candy Store 

Logan's Music Store 
Jenny's House 

St. Paul's Episcopal Church 
Martin Hopp’s House 

Old Salinas High School 
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Courtesy of Monterey County 
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tay Reser cre E 
Roe Punto The San Francisco Chop House was on the corner of main 
and Central and its windows were on both streets. Adam 
went in to get some dinner. (East of Eden - 646) 
Egg Food & Chick Food 
J.E. STEINBECK MANUFACTURER 
DEALING IN ' 
ae PEEP! 
Hay, Grain, Mill Foods, Shells, 
‘ Disinfectants © Yes, the peep of the chick is heard in the land, 
and if he is to survive he must be fed on 
and Garden Seeds. STEINBECK’S CHICK FOOD. 
AGENT FOR 
THE CROWN FLOUR ii catia: 
Main Street, Salinas, California 352 MAIN STREET 
*Arrow points to Steinbeck’s Feed Store. 
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The 300 block of the west side of Main Street where Gadsby Music co. and the Campus Shop are today. 
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Courtesy of John Steinbeck Library 


Sam Hamilton 
Pioneer 


Salinas Landowner 


December 11, 1886 - Book 21 Page 245 


Samuel Hamilton of Salinas City Monterey County, 
California, the party of the second part witnesseth that the 
said party of the first part for and in consideration of the 
sum of 1900 dollars, gold coin, of the United States of 
America, to him in hand paid by the said party of the 
second part. December 11, 1886 (Book 21 Page 245) 


18 square feet fronting on Main Street Salinas city from 
South corner of Hamilton lot with 130 feet and more across 
slough, and on to the land late owned by E. Archer, also 35 
Ye feet front on said Main Street Salinas City, commencing 
at the south corner of the right of way (purchased of me by 
said E. Archer) with 130 feet near across slough into land 
late owned by J.E. Archer tcegether with all and singular. 


This property includes the Chop House, Reynaud’s 
Bakery, Lang’s Bakery, to the corner of Lincoln and West 
Market Street. 


Samuel Hamilton sells a portion of land to David Jacks 
and City of Salinas land necessary to widen Central 
Avenue at its junction with Main Street, August 11, 1888 
(Book 21, page 243) 


Samuel Hamilton sells a portion of land to David Jack 
and City of Salinas land necessary to widen Central 
Avenue at its junction with Main Street, October 19, 1888 
(Book 21, Page 248) 


OS 


Dayna Pearson 
October 12, 1967 
Amer. History 


| first read East of Eden by John Steinbeck when | was in 
the eighth grade. | just finished rereading it and | realize 
how much | missed the last time | read it. In East of Eden, 
Steinbeck writes about the Salinas Valley and the first 
settlers who came here. Among the first were his maternal 
grandparents, Samuel and Elizabeth Hamilton. He writes 
about their lives and the lives of their children. | came to 
love this family to the point of feeling as if they were my 
dearest relatives. When Samuel dies and his funeral and 
burial are described vividly, as is typical of Steinbeck, | felt 
as if | had been through the whole sordid ordeal with the 
rest of the family. Then it came to me that Samuel and his 
family must be buried here in Salinas. | went to the 
cemetery and searched the oldest part. | was ready to give 
up when | found it. There they all were: Samuel, Elizabeth, 
Dessie, Una, and Tom hamilton. It's hard to explain just 
exactly how | felt. First of all my heart pounded with 
excitement. Then | sat down on the cool grass and tried to 
take it all in. | went over the whole of what | know about the 
Hamilton's lives. | imagined how it must have been when 
the mourners gathered at the graveside to bury their 
friends. | was thrilled most by the fact that they had all 
stood on the same ground | was sitting on, maybe touched 
the tombstone. Whenever | feel | need a link with the 
past—something substantial to be with, | go there. | sit by 
their graves and wish | could have really known this family, 
especially Samuel. My reaction is one of peace. 


18 square feet fronting on Main Street Salinas City from 
south corner of hamilton lot with 130 feet and more across 
slough, and on to the land late owned by E. Archer, also 
35% feet front on said Main Street Salinas City, 
commencing at the south corner of the right of way 
(purchased of me by said E. Archer) with 130 feet near 
across slough into land late owned by J.E. Archer together 
with all and singular. 


Sam Hamilton sells Chop House, property to Olive 
Steinbeck for ten dollars. 


Samuel Hamilton et ex to Olive B. Steinbeck (Book 80 of 
Deeds Page 475) 


This Indenture made this thirteenth day of October, A.D. 
1899. Between Samuel Hamilton and his wife Elizabeth 
Hamilton of the County of Monterey, State of California, 
the parties of the first part and Olive B. Steinbeck of the 
County of San Luis Obispo, State of California, the party of 
the second part, Witnesseth: that the said parties of the first 
part, for and in consideration of the sum of Ten Dollars, 
Gold Coin of the United States of America to them in hand 
paid by the said party of the second part, the receipt 
whereof, is hereby acknowledged. 


einbeck Library 


Courtesy of John 


Sam Hamilton 


“Adam Trask” attends 
Samuel Hamilton’s funeral in Salinas 


The surreys and the buggies had driven out of the 
Salinas cemetery. The family and friends went back to 
Olive’s house on Central Avenue to eat and to drink coffee, 
to see how each one was taking it, and to do and say the 
decent things. 


George offered Adam Trask a lift in his rented surrey, but 
Adam refused. He wandered around the cemetery and sat 
down on the cement curb of the Williams family plot. The 
traditional dark cypresses wept around the edge of the 
cemetery, and white violets ran wild in the pathways. 
Someone had brought them in and they had become 
weeds. 


The cold wind blew over the tombstones and cried in the 
cypresses. there were many cast-iron stars, marking the 
graves of Grand Army men, and on each star asmall wind- 
bitten flag from a year ago Decoration Day. 


Adam sat looking at the mountains to the east of Salinas, 
with the noble point of Fremont's Peak dominating. The air 
was crystalline as it sometimes is when rain is coming. And 
then the light rain began to blow on the wind although the 
sky was not properly covered with cloud. 


Hamilton family plot 
at Salinas Garden of 
Memories. 


2. Reynaud’s Bakery 
3. Lang’s Bakery 


1, San Francisco Chop House 


He walked out of the cemetery. The wind and the rain 
were at his back, and he ignored the wetness that soaked 
through his black coat. Romie Lane was muddy with pools 
of water standing in the new wheel ruts, and the tall wild 
oats and mustard grew beside the road, with wild turnip 
forcing its boisterous way up and stickery beads of purple 
thistles rising above the green riot of the wet spring. 


At John Street the road angled and became Main Street. 
Adam stamped the mud off his shoes when he reached the 
pavement. The buildings cut the wind from him and almost 
instantiy be began to shake with a chill. He increased his 
speed. Near the other end of Main Street he turned into the 
Abbot House bar. He ordered brandy and drank it quickly 
and his shivering increased. (East of Eden - 615) 


Sam Hamilton’s Salinas Property 


Courtesy of John Steinbeck Library 
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Courtesy of Monterey County Historical Society 


They went into Mr. Griffin's saloon. Mr. Griffin didn’t like 
anything about liquor, and he hated drunks with a deadly 
scorn. He owned and operated Griffin's Saloon on Main 


Street, and on a Saturday night he might refuse to serve 
twenty men he thought had had enough. The result was 


that he got the best trade in his cool, orderly, quiet place. It 
was a saloon in which to make deals and to talk quietly 
without interruption. (fost of Eden 603 


Next door neighbors of the Steinbeck family. The oldest house on the block. 
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Griffin House — Dolly & Bob’s Photography 


Courtesy of the Calliou Family 


Reynaud’s Bakery 


He remembered how heavy a deer is and how hard it is to carry the dangling limp 
body from the place of the kill. And frankly, he didn’t care for venison anyway. Madam 
Reynaud could soak it in wine and lace it with spice but, hell, an old shoe would taste 
good with that treatment. (East of Eden - 643) 


Raynaud’s Bakery Building, 18 Central 
Ave. Razed to make way for Salinas St. 


Courtesy of Mrs. Henry Reynaud 


Madam Reynaud 


At quarter of one Sheriff Quinn turned off Main Street on Central Avenue. At 
Reynaud's Bakery he bought a loaf of French bread, still warm and giving off its 
wonderful smell of fermented dough. 

He used the hand rail to help himself up the steps of the Trask porch. 


(East of Eden - 642) 
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he Salinas Californian 


Courtesy of the City of Salinas 
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Courtesy of John Steinbeck Library 
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At eight-thirty on a Wednesday morning Kate walked up Main Street, climbed the stairs of the Monterey County Bank 


Building, and walked along the corridor until she found the door which said, “Dr. Wilde — office hours 11-2.” 


KATE’S WALK 


Courtesy of the Salinas Californian 


He crept to the lean-to and stood in front of her — not a ring, not a pin. Then he saw the little 
chain around her neck and lifted it clear and unsnapped the clasp — a small good watch, a little 
tube, and two safe-deposit keys, numbers 27 and 29. 
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(East of Eden - 278) 


He climbed the stairs and put his worn key in the lock of 
his office door. The key would not turn. He set his bag on 
the floor and exerted pressure. The key refused to budge. 
He grabbed the doorknob and pulled outward and rattled 
the key. The door was opened from within. Kate stood in 
front of him. 


Kate steals 
poison 


“Oh, good morning. The lock was stuck, how did you 
get in? 
“It wasn’t locked. | was early and came in to wait.” 
“Wasn't locked?” He turned the key the other way and 
saw that, sure enough, the little bar slipped out easily. 


(East of Eden - 278) 


Gye 


nr ee ET ent 


wu 


Sc 


I a 


“I’m getting old, | guess,” he said. “I'm forgetful.” He 
sighed. “I don’t know why | lock it anyway. You could get in 
with a piece of baling wire. And who'd want to get in 
anyway?” He seemed to see her for the first time.“! don’t 
have office hours until eleven.” 

Kate said, “i needed some more of those pills and | 
couldn’t come later.” 

“Pills? Oh, yes. You're the girl from down at Faye's.” 

“That's right.” 

“Feeling better?” 

“Yes, the pills help.” 

“Well, they can't hurt,” he said. “did | leave the door to 
the dispensary open too?” 

“What's a dispensary?” 

“Over there—that door.” 

“| guess you must have.” 

“Getting old. How is Faye?’ 

“Well, !’m worried about her. She was real sick a while 
ago. Had cramps and went a little out of her head.” 

“She’s had a stomach disorder before,” Dr. Wilde said. 
“You can't live like that and eat at all hours and be very well. 
| can’t anyway. We just call it stomach trouble. Comes from 
eating too much and staying up al! night. Now—the pills. 
do you remember what color?” 

“There were three kinds, yellow, red, and green.” 

“Oh, yes. Yes, | remember.” , 

While he poured pills into a round cardboard box she 
stood in the door. 

“What a lot of medicines!” 

Dr. Wilde said, “Yes—and the older | get, the fewer! use. 
| got some of those when | started to practice. Never used 


them. that’s a beginners stock. | was going to 
experiment—Alchemy.” 
“What?” 


“Nothing. Here you are. Tell Faye to get some sleep and 
eat some vegetables. I've been up all night. Let yourself 
out, will you?” He went wavering back into the surgery. 


CAL 
FOLLOWS 
KATE 


At night he was drawn to the house across the tracks. 
Sometimes in the afternoon he lay hidden in the tall weeks 
across the street, watching the place. He saw the girls 
come out, dressed somberly, even severely. They left the 
house always in pairs, and Cal followed them with his eyes 
to the corner of Castroville Street, where they turned left 
toward Main Street. He discovered that if you didn’t know 
where they had come from you couldn't tell what they 
were. But he was not waiting for the girls to come out. He 
wanted to see his mother in the light of day. He found that 
Kate emerged every Monday at one-thirty. 

Cal made arrangements in school, by doing extra and 
excellent work, to make up for his absences on Monday 
afternoons. 

Cal, after he had followed Kate several times, knew her 
route. She always went to the same places—first to the 
Monterey County Bank where she was admitted behind 
the shining bars that defended the safe-deposit wault. She 
spent fifteen or twenty minutes there. Then she moved 
slowly along Main Street, looking in the store windows. 
She stepped in Porter and Irvine’s and looked at dresses 
and sometimes made a purchase—elastic, safety pins, a 
veil, a pair of gloves. About two-fifteen she entered Minnie 
Franken’s beauty parlor, stayed an hour, and came out 
with her hair pinned up in tight curls and a silk scarf around 
her head and tied under her chin. (East of Eden - 527) 


At three-thirty she climbed the stairs to the offices over 
the Farmers’ Mercantile and went into the counsulting 
room of Dr. Rosen. When she came down from the doctor's 
office she stopped for a moment at Bell’s Candy store and 
bought a two-pound box of mixed chocolates. She never 
varied the route. From Bell's she went directly back to 
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Porter and Irvine Building behind the telephone poles 


Castroville Street and thence to her house. 

There was nothing strange about her clothing. She 
dressed exactly like any well-to-do Salinas woman out 
shopping on a Monday afternoon—except that she always 
wore gloves, which was unusual for Salinas. 


Se 
Courtesy of John Steinbeck Library 


“Why don’t you go to Logan's music store and listen to 
one of the new phonographs?” 

“! think I'll do that,” said Adam. And he bought a Victor 
victrola, Lee helped Adam and the two boys move to 


Salinas, which is to say he did it all, packed the things to be 
taken, saw them on the train, loaded the back seat of the 
Ford, and, arriving in Salinas, unpacked and saw the family 
settled in Dessie’s little house. (Eost of Eden - 496) 
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Courtesy of John Steinbeck Library 


In 1874 Dr. John Parker from Missouri, graduated from 
the San Francisco Medical School and began practice in 
Castroville. He began the lineage of Parkers in medicine in 
Monterey County. His first patient in Castroville was one 
seen the day of arrival, as he treated the victim of a street 
gun fight. He practiced there fourteen years and in 1888 
moved to Salinas. At that time Salinas was compared to 
Dodge City with its “Long Green saloon” run by a woman 
who was not in appearance similar to Kitty. The Marshall 
was named Matt (Thompson). Following his 
announcement of the closure of the saloons at 2:00 A.M.,a 


This photo was taken in 1903. Two of the three 
owners...Dr. T.C. Edwards, left, and Dr. John 
Parker, are shown here with four of their nurses. 
Dr. S.B. Gordon was third owner of the san- 
itorium. It was half of the once-elegant Globe 
hotel that stood on the southeast corner of 
Pajaro and San Luis streets. 


Source: The Medical History of Monterey County copywrite 1969, Monterey 
Literary Association, John Welton, M.D. author. 

Monterey History and Art Association in coniunction with the Centennial of the 
Monterey County Medical Society. 


gun fight with the bar tender ensued and while the 
Marshall won, he required wound tending by Dr. Parker. 
Fees noted at the time of Dr. Parker's practice were $2.50 to 
$5.00 for house calls and $150.00 for an appendectomy. He 
delivered triplets on a long call down the Coast but 


received very little publicity on this event. In 1904 Dr. John 
Parker was joined by his son, Dr. Stanley Garth Parker, the 
later born in Castroville in 1876. After that time when the 
gun fights ensued, the saying was, “Get the young Dr. 
Parker”. The elder Dr. Parker died in 1922. 


In 1903 the Salinas Valley Sanatorium was built on East 
St. Louis Street between Pajaro and Monterey Streets. It 
actually was constructed from one half of the old Globe 
Theater which was cut and then removed to that location. 
It was owned by Drs. T.C. Edwards, John Parker and S.B. 
Gordon. Operations were done primarily at high noon 
when the sun was bright and best light could be obtained. 
It had a capacity of ten beds. In 1920 it was purchased by 
Dr. Rollin Reeves who operated it until 1926, when it was 
sold and moved and subsequently became a house of 
prostitution. 

1870 as a singular Monterey County Medical Society 
and subsequent formation of the Tri-County Association 
is unknown, Of the Tri-County Society there were sixteen 
physicians present at the first meeting. The first President 
was Dr. Thomas Clay Edwards, who later became 
President of the California medical Association in 1924-25. 
he was said to have been the first to give thyroid for 
Myxedema. 


EAST OF EDEN LOCALES 


1. Murphy Home - 402 Cayuga St. Built in 1901. 
Architect Wm. H. Weeks, Watsonville. Dr. Murphy 
was physician for the Steinbeck Family and is placed 
in East of Eden. Owned now by Jim and Linda Piini. 


Hd 


Rectory of St. Pauls - 418 Cayuga St. (C. 1907-1909) 
Setting for important conversations in East of Eden, 
“Aron” does his homework here. 


o 


Baby School - corner of Clay and Capito! Sts. Site of 
Clay St. Park today. John Steinbeck attended this 
school grades 1-2. 


Bane 


Silacci Home - 124 W. San Luis Street. Property once 
owned by Alberto Trescony in 1887. 


a 


The Old Court House - 1878, mentioned in East of 
Eden was located where the courtyard is today (1981) 
J.E. Steinbeck, father of John Steinbeck, had an 
office on the second floor when he served as treasurer 
of Monterey County. Olive Hamilton Steinbeck 
worked in the office with her husband as was the 
custom. John Steinbeck also worked for one summer 
in his father's office, according to a letter in Life In 
Letters (letter to Carl Wilhelmson dated 1933, 
Salinas). Building not standing today (1981). 


> 


Site of the Carr/Williams home - Howard and Church 
St. (Present site of the Court House Annex) Bell and 
Jenny Williams lived here. Tom Hamilton takes Bell 
and Jenny to the Peach Tree School dance. 


B 


Site of West End School - Capito! and Central Sts. 
where Roosevelt School now stands. John Steinbeck 
completed grades 3-8 at West End. “Aron” and “Cal” 
begin grade seven here when they move from King 
City to Salinas. Monument to Martin Hopps, the 
Berges Boy and others who lost their lives in World 
War |. The original site of Martin Hopps’ house, where 
the monument now is placed. 


a 


Central Park - 1874-1875 - mentioned in East of Eden. 


ad 


Mayer-Griffin house - 134 Central Ave. once a victor- 
ian style home, remodeled in 1925 by J.M. Williams, 
into the Tudor style. The house was rented in 1918 by 
the Griffin Family. Mr. Edward Griffin owned a bar 
mentioned in East of Eden. This is the oldest house on 
the block. 


10. Steinbeck House - built in 1897, birth place and 
childhood home of John Steinbeck. It was built by J. 
J. Connor and was acquired by the Steinbeck family 
in 1900. John was born in the front bedroom in 1902. 
He wrote his first short stories and the books, The Red 
Pony and Tortilla Flats in this house. 
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11. Site of Reynaud’s Old French Bakery - 18 Central 
Ave. It was built in 1800's by the Reynaud family. 
Mrs. Reynaud was “The typical European \\ other”. 
Dessie Hamilton's house was placed next door to 
the bakery in East of Eden. Adam Trask purchases 
Dessie’s house. 


12. Berges Home - 123 Central Ave. present site of Muller 
-Pia Attorneys. This home was placed in East of 
Eden. Mr. Berges and his partner Garrissiere owneda 
liquor store on the 100 block of Main St. “Cal” buys 
wine to celebrate his father’s birthday. 


13. Sheriff Nesbitt Home - 68 Capito! St. William and 
Frances lived here during the years Nesbitt was 
Sheriff of Monterey County. (1903-1919) John Stein- 
back in his Journal Of A Novel: The East of Eden 
Letters “I remember him well, he lived just around the 
corner from us.” 


14. Lang's Bakery - 31 West Market St. Original building 
stands today. It was owned by Adam and Katherine 
Lang. Placed in East of Eden. John Steinbeck played 
in an old barn just in back of this bakery. Market St. 
was once known as Castroville Street. 


15. Tinsmith Shop, West Market St. once stood next or 
near the bakery. Owned by the Webster Family. 
(C. 1925) 


16. Sacred Heart Church - West Market St. Building not 
standing today, it burned on Christmas Eve C. 1925. 
Present Church built after that. Mentioned in East of 
Eden. 


17. The San Francisco Chop House - 116 Main st. present 
site of Jack’s Dept. Store. Property was owned by 
Sam Hamilton. 


18. The Abbott House (The Cominos Hotel) 150 Main St. 
First brick hotel in Salinas. It was a major social 
center for visitors. It was placed prominently in East of 
Eden. “The Chrysanthemum” from The Long Valley. 


19. Berges and Garrissiere - Corner of Main and Central 
across from the San Francisco Chop House. Known 
for its fine wines. “Cal” purchased champagne for 
birthday celebrations here in East of Eden. 


20. Old Salinas Post Office - “Adam Trask faints in this 
building, he is helped up by Mr. Pioda “Cal drops by 
to check P.O. Box 632”. 


21. Monterey County Bank - Corner of Main and East 
Gabilan St. It was here that “Kate” visits every Mon- 
day to check her safe-deposit box. Present site of 
Monterey County Elections Office. Building stands 
today. Built after the 1906 Earthquake. 


22. Henry Fenchel’s Tailor Shop - 14 E. Gabilan. Mr. 
Fenchel placed in East of Eden and Journal of a 
Novel: The East of Eden Letters. Shop was located 
where driveway is today. 


23. Porter & Irvine - 210-214 Main St. from 1888 until 
1931.It was here that “Kate” goes shopping on Mon- 
days after she visits her safe deposit box at The 
Monterey Co. Bank. Building stands today, West side 
of the 200 Block of Main Street. 


24. Old Elks Building - 247 Main Street (Present site of 
Bonanza 88 Store) The Farmers Mercantile was 
once located on the ground floor. It was here that 
“Kate” climbed the stairs.to.“Dr. Rosen's” office. 
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25. Bell's Candy Store - 252 Main St. (Present site of 
Salinas Travel Agency) H.B. Bell owned a confecti- 
onary in this location in 1926. Long time Salinas 
residents locate the Candy Shop owned by Mr. Bellas 
the Nance Building. (242 Main St.) It was moved a few 
doors down to 1926 location. Lots of Salinas residents 
remember going there and also working there. It was 
considered elegant. The candy was homemade. 


26. Site of Old St. Paul’s Episcopal Church - 1897-1953. 
Alisal and Lincoin Sts. Present site of Swenson’s 
Flower Shop. John Steinbeck sang in the choir and 
the Steinbeck family attended this church. Placed in 
East of Eden and Winter of our Discontent. 


27. Logan’s Music Store - located in the Old Elk’s Build- 
ing, 247 Main Street. It was where “Adam Trask” buys 
a Victrola, a tall Gothic instrument, and he went reg- 
ularly to see what new records had come in. 


28. Jenny’s , the legendary Madam of Salinas. She was a 
resident of Salinas for 50 years. Building not standing 
today. In its place is the Valley Market. 


29. Martin Hopp’s House - At one time it stood on the 
present site of the W.W.I. Memorial Monument. It 
moved across the street to 110 Capito! where it now 
stands remodeled. 


30. Old Salinas High School - West Alisal Street parking 
lot directly across from the present Post Office. John 
Steinbeck was 13% years old when he entered this 
school. Class of 1919 Star of Salinas High School 
class play in his senior year. (East of Eden “Cal's 
going to be in his school play”.) 
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SALINAS VALLEY ICE CO. 


F. S. MYERS 


CLEAR AND WHITE ICE — Wholesale and Retail 


DISTILLED WATER 


WOOD 


109 SOLEDAD STREET 


Salinas had a small ice company, not large but enough 
to supply the few houses with iceboxes and to service the 
ice-cream parlors. The horse drawn ice wagon went its 
route every day. 


Adam began to visit the ice plant, and pretty soon he was 
taking his little cups to the freezing chambers. He wished 
with all his heart that Sam Hamilton were alive to discuss 
cold with him. Sam would have covered the field very 
quickly, he thought. 


Adam was walking back from the ice plant one rainy 
afternoon, thinking about Sam Hamilton, when he saw Will 
Hamilton go into the Abbott House Bar. 


“Look here,” said Will. “when a man comes to me for 
advice about an idea, | know he doesn’t want advice. He 
wants me to agree with him. And if | want to keep his 
friendship | tell him his idea is fine and go ahead. But | like 
you and you're a friend of my family, so I'm going to stick 
my neck out.” 


Adam remonstrated, “What are you getting upset 
about?” 


“| come from a whole goddam family of inventors,” said 
Will. “We had ideas for breakfast. We had ideas instead of 
breakfast. We had so many ideas we forgot to make the 
money for groceries. When we gota little ahead my father, 
or Tom, patented something. I’m the only one in the family, 
except my mother, who didn’t have ideas, and I’m the only 
one who ever made a dime. Tom had ideas about helping 
people, and some of it was pretty darn near socialism. And 
if you tell me you don’t care about making a profit, I'm 
going to throw that coffee pot right at your head.” 


“You stop right there, Adam. I’ve got my neck out. If you 
want to drop forty or fifty thousand dollars quick, you just 
go on with your idea. But I'm telling you—let your damned 
idea die. Kick dust over it.” 


SALINAS-MONTEREY CITY DIRECTORY (1926) 
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You must know that refrigeration was the reason for the 
great change in the Valley. And out of that Valley came a 
large part of the pioneering which has changed the food 
supply of the world. And the crazy thing is that the men 
who worked at it first all failed. But there’s the beginning of 
it. Journal of Nove! : The East of Eden Letters 
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“What's wrong with it?” 
“Everything’s wrong with it. People in the East aren't 
used to vegetables in the winter. They wouldn't buy them. 


“How about the ice plant?” 
“| think I'll buy it.” 


Late in the year Adam made his great try, and it was a 
sensation in a year of sensations, both local and 
international. As he got ready, businessmen spoke of him 
as farseeing, forward-looking, progress-minded. The 
departure of six carloads of lettuce packed in ice was given 
a civic overtone. The Chamber of Commerce attended the 
departure. The cars were decorated with big posters which 
said, “Salinas Valley Lettuce.” But no one wanted to invest 
in the project. 


Adam untapped energy he did not suspect he had. It was 
a big job to gather, trim, box, ice, and load the lettuce. 
There was no equipment for such work. Everything had to 
be improvised, a great many hands hired and taught to do 
the work. Everyone gave advice but no one helped. Itwas 
estimated that Adam had spent a fortune on his idea, but 
how big a fortune no one knew. Adam did not know, Only 
Lee knew. 

The idea looked good. The lettuce was consigned to 
commission merchants in New York at a fine price. Then 
the train was gone and everyone went home to wait. If it 
was a success any number of men were willing to dig down 
to put money in. Even Will Hamilton wondered whether he 
had not been wrong with his advice. 


Adam throughout this article is “Adam Trask” of EAST OF EDEN. 


SALINAS, CALIFORNIA 


If the series of events had been planned by an 
omnipotent and unforgiving enemy it could not have been 
more effective. As the train came to Sacramento a snow 
slide closed the Sierras for two days and the six cars stood 
on a siding, dripping their ice away. On the third day the 
freight crossed the mountains, and that was the time for 
unseasonable warm weather throughout the Middle West. 
In Chicago there developed a confusion of orders—no 
one’s fault—just one of those things that happen, and 
Adam’s six cars of lettuce stood in the yard for five more 
days. That was enough, and there is no reason to go intoit 
in detail. What arrived in New York was six carloads of 
horrible slop with a sizable charge just to get rid of it. 


The boys heard the reaction in Salinas. Adam was a fool. 
These know-it-all dreamers always got into trouble. 


People who inherited their money always got into 
trouble. 


The twins felt Adam's failure very deeply. They were 
fifteen years old and they had known so long that they 
were sons of a wealthy man. (East of Eden - 496-503) 
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Mose S. Hutchings, first to ship lettuce in this area, 
Monterey County. Hutchings’ first lettuce was cut before 
daylight by lantern so it could be packed in ice in the fields 
and loaded on the early morning train for San Francisco. 

(Salinas Californian Oct.4, 1969) 


The first out-of-state lettuce shipment was attempted from 
Watsonville by rail on February 23, 1919, by a Louis 
DeLaney. It proved both inedible and unprofitable. 


In 1928, Fran J. McCann shipped a load of his lettuce (The 
Dynamite Brand) from Salinas Valley to Pittsburg by air. 
some of the men on the ground floor of the “GREEN 
GOLD” industry were H.P. Garin, Bruce Church, Ellis 
Speigle, E.T. Hardin, K.R. Nutting, T.R. Merrill, and S.V. 
Christensen. 
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The both belonged to the Masonic Order. They went 
through the chairs together. Horace followed Adam as 
Master of the Lodge and both of them wore their Past 


Master's pins. (East of Eden - 644) Courtesy of John Steinbeck Library 
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Courtesy of the Monterey County Sheriffs Department 


A few minutes later when the nameless man stood 
beside his desk in the front office of the old red county jail 
behind the courthouse, Sheriff Quinn stuck the will out in 
front of him. “As lawyer, would you say this is any good?” 


“THE 
SHERIFF” 


In 1903 Horace Quinn beat Mr. R. Keef for the office of 
sheriff: He had been well trained as the chief deputy 
sheriff. Most of the voters figured that since Quinn was 
doing most of the work he might as well have the title. 
Sheriff Quinn held the office intil 1919. He was sheriff so 
long that we growing up in Monterey County thought that 
the words “Sheriff” and “Quinn” went together naturally. 
We could not imagine anyone else being sheriff. Quinn 
grew old in his office. He limped from an early injury. We 
knew he was intrepid, for he had held his own in various 
gunfights; besides, he looked like a sheriff—the only kind 
we knew about. His face was broad and pink, his white 
mustache shaped like the horns of a longhorn steer. He 
was broad of shoulder, and in his age he developed a 
portliness which only gave him more authority. He wore a 
fine Stetson hat, a Norfolk jacket, and in his later years 
carried his gun in a shoulder holster. His old belt holster 
tugged at his stomach too much. He had known his county 
in 1903 and he knew it and controlled it even better in 1917. 
He was an institution, as much a part of the Salinas Valley 
as its mountains. 


Horace Quinn remembered questioning Adam so very 


long ago, remembered him as a man in agony. 
z (EastofEden 639 
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Butch Beavers Lawman 


Joe Valery had been drinking a beer with Butch Beavers at 
the Owl. (East of Eden - 601) 


Butch Beavers was a constable in Salinas who was active 
in the Salinas Rodeo and always let the kids in free. 


Courtesy of the Monterey County Sheriffs Department 
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Stoney’s horse “Baltimore” 


Stonewall (Stoney) Jackson Smart 


Courtesy of John Steinbeck Library 


Stoney farmed in the Spreckels area and off Sanborn Road near the present |OOF cemetery before becoming Salinas 
police chief in the early 1900’s. he resigned as chief in 1916 to run for sheriff of Monterey County. The Smart Ranch 
contains approximately 1,000 acres, including the Dowd and Redding ranches. 


Salinas quotes of John Steinbeck 


Salinas was a dirty little California Cow-Town in 1879. 
There was a small and consistent vicious element; there 
was a large wavering element, likely to join the vicious 
element on Saturday night and go to church repentant on 
Sunday. And there was a small embattled good element, 
temperance people, stern people. 


---“How Edith McGillcuddy Met R.L.S.” 


Salinas was the county seat, and it was a fast growing 
town. Its population was due to cross the two thousand 
mark any time. It ws the biggest town between San Jose 
and San Luis Obispo, and everyone felt that a brilliant 
future was in store for it. 


----East of Eden 


SALINAS LAWMEN 
1. William Nesbitt - Sheriff, Monterey County (1903-1919) 
2. Orley Hiserman - Chief of Police, Salinas 


. Stonewall Jackson Smart - Chief of Police, 
Salinas, (1906) 


. Tom Meek - Salinas Constable 

. Oscar Noble - Deputy Sheriff 

. Laurence Beavers (“Butch”) - Salinas Constable 

. Tom Watson - Sheriff Monterey County (1876-1871) 
Placed in East of Eden 
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Horace walked up from the Southern Pacific Depot and 
stopped in the Chop House for breakfast. he didn’t want to 
get the sheriff out so early and rouse ill will when it wasn’t 
necessary. In the Chop House he ran into young Will 


‘ Hamilton, looking pretty prosperous in a salt-and-pepper 


business suit. (East of Eden - 561) 


He walked very fast in the gathering darkness, out 
Central Avenue, past the park and past Stonewall Jackson 
Smart’s house clear to the place beyond the streetlights 
where the street became a county road and angled to avoid 
Tollot’s farm house. (East of Eden - 561) 


“! remember Salinas best when it had a population of 
between four and five thousand. Then you could walk 
down Main Street and speak to everyone you met. Tom 
Meek the Policeman and Sheriff Nesbitt, Jim Bardin, Mr. 
Pioda the manager of the sugar factory and any one of a 
multitude of Hugheses.” 

John Steinbeck: Always something to do in Salinas, 
Holiday Magazine - June, 1955 


Tom Meek, the constable, came out of Bell’s candy store 
and fell into step with Cal. “Better hook that tunic collar, 
soldier,” he said softly. (East of Eden - 672) 
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Baby School, Salinas. Secon 


d Grade, 1909. John Steinbeck, second from right top row. Second row: Bill Smart, Herb 


Hinrichs, Lester Smart, Glen Graves, Joe Laguna. Front row: Dorothy Donahue. 


BABY 
SCHOOL 


On the edge of the field stood a little pump house, anda 
willow tree flourished beside it, fed by the overspill of 
water. The long skirts of the willow hung down nearly to 
the ground. 


They walked silenty past the Baby School, and there the 
pavement ended. Abra turned right and led the way 
through the stubble of the summer's hayfield. The black 


‘dobe clods crushed under their feet. (East of Eden - 486) 


Courtesy of Monterey County Historical Society 
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The eight lower schools had their inception in a little 
building on the corner of Front and Alisal streets, the 
teacher, Miss Harvey, having about a dozen pupils; shortly 
after this the so-called East End school was erected, a two- 
story, four-room lath and plaster building, an excellent 
school building for that day. In a few years the schools 
were over-crowded, and a two-story, four-room building 
was erected in the West End, the stairs extending outside 
of the building. In this building the high school was 
Organized, and the first graduate (1889) was Mr. 
McCandless, now the cashier in Spreckels Bank. In the 
following year there were three graduates, two additional 
rooms were built, forming an L, and there the high school 
was carried on until 1900, when at a cost of $30,000 the 
board of education erected, at the corner of Alisal and 
Church streets, a handsome two-story steel and brick 
building, the lot having previously been occupied by the 
primary “baby school.” 


J.M. Guinn 


History and Biographical Record of Monterey and San Benito Counties and 
History of the State of California. Volume | published 1910 


Courtesy of John Steinbeck Library 


Salinas had two grammar schools, big yellow structures 
with tall windows, and the window were baleful and the 
doors did not smile. These schools were called the East 
End and the West End. Since the East End School was way 
to hell and gone across town and the children who lived 
east of Main Street attended there, | will not bother with it. 

The West End, a huge building of two stories, fronted 
with gnarled poplars, divided the play yards called girlside 
and boyside. Behind the school a high board fence 
separated girlside from boyside, and the back of the play 
yard was bounded by a slough of standing water in which 
tall tules and even cattails grew. The West End had grades 
from third to eighth. The first- and second-graders went to 
Baby School some distance away. (fast of Eden - 483) 


Baby School was moved to the Rodeo Grounds but 


building is now used as the office for the Rodeo Assoc. 
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FAYE WAS THE 
MOTHERLY TYPE 


Big breasted, big hipped, 
and warm. She was a bosom 
to cry on, a soother 
ANd a StrFOKEP. ces: ot Eaen - 252, 253) 


Faye was a nice woman, not very bright, highly moral, 
and easily shocked. People trusted her and she trusted 
everyone. No one could want to hurt Faye once he knew 
her. She was no competition to the others. 


Faye contributed heavily to every charity. 


Faye soon became a solid and desirable citizen of the 
growing town of Salinas, (East of Eden - 252, 253) 


The brothel was accepted while it was not admitted. 

| will tell you about the solemn courts of love in Salinas. 
They were about the same in other towns, but the Salinas 
Row has a pertinence to this telling. 

You walked west on Main Street until it bent. That's 
where Castroville Street crossed Main. Castroville Street is 
now Called Market Street, God knows why. Streets used to 
be named for the place they aimed at. Thus Castroville 
Street, if you followed it nine miles, brought you to 
Castroville, Alisal Street to Alisal, and so forth. 

Anyway, when you came to Castroville Street you turned 
right. Two blocks down, the Southern Pacific tracks cut 
diagonally across the street on their way south, and a 
street crosses Castroville St. from east to west. And for 
the life of me | cannot remember the name of that street. If 
you turned left on that street and crossed the tracks you 
were in chinatown. If you turned right you were on the 
Row. (East of Eden - 250) 


Every town has its celebrated madams, eternal women 
to be sentimentalized down the years. There is something 
very attractive to men about a madam. She combines the 
brains of a businessman, the toughness of a prize fighter, 
the warmth of a companion, the humor of a tragedian. 
Myths collect around her, and, oddly enough, not 
voluptuous myths. The stories remembered and repeated 
about a madam cover every field fut the bodroom. 
Remembering, her old customers picture her as 
philanthropist, medical authority, bouncer, and poetess of 
the bodily emotions without being involved with them. 

For anumber of years Salinas had sheltered two of these 
treasures: Jenny, sometimes called Fartin' Jenny, and the 
Nigger, who owned and operated the Long Green. Jenny 
was a good companion, a keeper of secrets, a giver of 
secret loans. there is a whole literature of stories about 
Jenny in Salinas. (East of Eden - 252) 


Pete Locatelli purchased Jenny’s house shortly 
after her death in 1922. Jenny and her husband 
John Reynolds were buried in the Garden of 
Memories, Salinas. 

The Valley Market is the sight of Jenny’s house 
“The Palace” today (1981). 

Mr. and Mrs. James Locatelli with their niece 
and nephew on steps at 48 California Street. 
Formerly, “The Palace” owned by Jenny 
Reynolds. 


Courtesy of John Steinbeck Library 


Courtesy of John Steinbeck Library 


Flora Woods, Monterey, California 


MRS. JOHN REYNOLDS DIES AT AGE OF 84 


The death of Mrs. John Reynolds occured this morning at her home, corner of El Sausal and California streets. She 
had been failing for several years. The deceased, who had lived in Salinas nearly fifty years, was aged 84. Her husband 
died only a short time ago. 


REYNOLDS FUNERAL SET FOR TOMORROW hi 


Funeral services will be held at Muller’s mortuary chapel at 20’clock tomorrow afternoon for John Reynolds, a well 
known old-timer who died at his home on California street yesterday. Interment will be in |.0.0.F. cemetary. The de- 
ceased, a native of New York, aged 69, had lived here more than half a century. Besides a wife, he is survived by a 
brother, Dan Reynolds, and a niece, Mrs. Charles Dunbar both of Santa Rosa. 


FUNERAL SERVICES OF LATE JOHN REYNOLDS 


Rev. Horace E. Beeks, pastor of the Gabilan street M. E. Church, officiated at Muller's mortuary chapel yesterday 
afternoon at the impressive funeral services for the late John Reynolds, an old-time Salinas man, who died last Wed- 
nesday. Special music was rendered by a select choir, and the floral tokens of esteem were many. Interment was in 
|.0.0.F. cemetery. Friends of the deceased acted as pall-bearers. They were F.W. Sargent, Al Wilson, Lester Shook, 
P.C. Christensen, S.P. Stanforth and Jack Bean. 


The above three articles were from the Salinas newspaper “The Salinas Daily Index” 
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Photos ccurtesy of Mrs, Hilda fenchel Seasons 


His black homburg was brushed and squarely set on his head. 


ince 


He passed our house every day, and there had,been a time when he 


spoke to every man and woman and child and dog, and everyone 


had answered. 


The incident of Mr. Fenchel 
the tailor is exactly true. That is 


even his name. Mary remem- 


SS 


bers it too and with the same 


shrinking kind of shame. 


We had our internal enemies too, and we exercised 
vigilance. San Jose had a spy scare, and Salinas was not 
likely to be left behind—not the way Salinas was growing. 


For about twenty years Mr. Fenchel had done hand 
tailoring in Salinas. He was short and round and he had an 
accent that made you laugh. All day he sat cross-legged on 
his table in the little shop on Alisal Street, and in the 
evening he walked home to his small white house far out 
on Central Avenue. He was forever painting his house and 
the white picket fence in front of it. 


He passed our house every day, and there had been a 
time when he spoke to every man and woman and child 
and dog, and everyone had answered. Now no one spoke 
to him, and | can see now in my mind his tubby loneliness 
and his face full of hurt pride. 
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My little sister and | did our part with Mr. Fenchel, and it 
is one of those memories of shame that still makes me 
break into a sweat and tighten up around the throat. We 
were standing in our front yard on the lawn one evening 
and we saw him coming with little fat steps. His black 
homburg was brushed and squarely set on his head. | don’t 
remember that we discussed our plan but we must have, to 
have carried it out so well. 


As he came near, my sister and | moved slowly across 
the street side by side. Mr. Fenchel looked up and saw us 
moving toward him. We stopped in the gutter as he came 
by. 

He broke into a smile and said, “Gut efning, Chon. Gut 
efning, Mary.” 


We stood stiffly side by side and we said in unison, 
“Hoch der Kaiser!” 


.. Journal Of A Novel: The East of Eden Letters. 


| can see his face now, his startled innocent blue eyes. 
He tried to say something and then he began to cry. Didn't 
even try to pretend he wasn't. He just stood there sobbing. 
And do you know?—Mary and | turned around and walked 
stiffly across the street and into our front yard. We felt 
horrible. | still do when | think of it. 


We were too young to do agood job onMr. Fenchel. That 
took strong men—about thirty of them. One Saturday 
night they collected in a bar and marched in a column of 
fours out Central Avenue, saying, “Hup! Hup!” in unison. 
They tore down Mr. Fenchel’s white picket fence and 
burned the front out of his house. No Kaiser-loving son ofa 
bitch was going to get away with it with us. And then 
Salinas could hold up its head with San Jose. 


Of course that made Watsonville get busy. They tarred 
and feathered a Pole they thought was a German. He had 
an accent. (East of Eden - 593) 


Excerpt from 
A Study Guide To Steinbeck: 
A Handbook to his Major Works 


Chapter 15 
STEINBECK ON SCREEN 


Edited by Tetsumaro Hayashi - Ball State University 


One test of the vitality of an artist’s work is its being 
translated into other media and passing into popular 
culture as part of the heritage of his times. By this 
standard, John Steinbeck is one of the most vigorous and 
vital American writers. : 

A remarkable number have become film classics, more 
than from the work of any other American writer. 

Steinbeck’s first really popular work in all media was Of 
Mice and Men. With it he began the practice of writing 
simultaneously a novel and a play which he later repeated 
with The Moon is Down, Burning Bright, and Sweet 
Thursday. 

Of these, only Of Mice and Men was really successful, 
but it was one of the most memorable plays of the 1930s 
and won the New York Drama Critics’ Circle Award. Itnow 
seems a natural for the movies, but in the late 1930s 
Hollywood thought its language and plot were too 
shocking to be screened. 

The cast had no big names. None of the stage players 
were retained; instead of Wallace Ford and Broderick 
Crawford, George was played by Burgess Meredith, 
hitherto a stage star whose only previous screen credit was 
as Mio in Winterset, and Lennie was Lon Chaney, Jr. in his 
first starring role. Betty Field replaced the stage’s Claire 
luce as Curleys wife, who has no name in the novel but is 
called Mae in the film. Curley was Bob Steele, previously 
seen only in routine B-Class Westerns. As Crooks, Leigh 
Whipper had one of the most eloquent and dignified roles 
the screen had so far provided for a black actor. Charles 
Bickford was a stalwart Slim and Roman Bohnen a 
sentimental old Candy. 

The screenplay by Eugene Solow, approved by 
Steinbeck, is faithful to the sources but supplements the 
play with details taken from the book. Solow deleted some 
of Steinbeck’s then censorable language, but the virile 
vernacular still came through. The great advantage of the 
film was its ability to show the farm life, with its combined 
loneliness and beauty, and to present the migrants’ love of 
the land more meaningfully than stage sets could do. 
Showing the fields and hills of California, the entire farm 
and the actual farm work, the hands’ messroom and 
bunkhouse, the town cafe, the film succeeded admirably in 
communicating a sense of time and place which is not only 
essential to Steinbeck’s story but preserves for audiences 
a visual record of the 1930s. 


Lon Chaney in his first starring role as “George” and Burgess Meredith, whose only screen credit was as “Mio” in WINTERSET. 


The movie opens with the then novel device of beginning 
the action before giving the title and credits. We first see 
George and Lennie fleeing an armed posse and escaping 
by hopping ona passing freight train. We then read the title 
and credits on the side of boxcars. Thus the theme of fear 
and flight is immediately established, and the opening 
scene balances the ending. Next the evening camping by 
the bank of the Salinas River. As Curley, Bob Steele is 
small and vicious, but he wears black leather gloves on 
both hands, thus coming across as a dirty boxer rather 
than an insecure husband who wears one vaseline-filled 
glove on his left hand to keep it soft for his bride. 


Nevertheless, the movie Of Mice and Menisacloser and 


Courtesy of John Steinbeck Library 


more complete version of the book than any other film of a 
major Steinbeck novel. The dream of a place of one’s own, 
elements that are more timeless and universal than the 
outrages inflicted on the Okies in The Grapes of Wrath. 
People are still dreaming the same dreams as George and 
Lennie and Curley’s wife are talking at cross purposes, 
without hearing each other, about two conflicting 
dreams—one of his own place on the land and the other of 
escaping from the land to the excitement of the city and 
becoming a movie star—was perhaps the most moving in 
the film. Lennie’s subsequent murder of Mae is less 
brutally handled in the film than on stage. 

“Hollywood for once displays deep respect for a serious 
writer,” wrote Frank Hoellering in The Nation. 


Betty Field replaced the stage’s Claire Luce as “Curley’s” wife and Burgess Meredith as “George”. 
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